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issioner STILLWELL, and 


= | Bakstow, of the ship 
; 3 fore U. ~ . 
Tasos 


were provoked from 
others, by Me Slavety ae: 


cL. 


_ yesterday, some 
Rev! Dr: Banos. 
tion. At the evening session the unfinished 


“in obhtinénting, the other day, apn the stats 
® | of the Chinese question, we alluded, briefly, to 
the importance of protecting our commerce and 
; | Sete itiolemey to-oer-diptemncy-ier Ginn; by 
such a naval force’as should be really imposing 
and-available. Our on this sub- 
eee taal by the complaints 
which come to us. with every Eastern mail, of 
the almost absolute uselessness. in the Chinese 
waters of such men-of-war as we now send to 
that station—vessels whose deep draught of 
water prevents them from entering many of 
the harbors slong the coast, and neutralizes 
their otherwise formidable capacity in the pur- 
suit of the multitudinous pirates from whom 
we may reasonably expect even more anoyance 
thai from the eurly and eruacactaa F 
Celestial Government. 

“From the mouth of the Pei-ho River to the 
enc er. ener of China is for 
Peer pert evar: ee 

cess by extensive shoals, and so beset by quick- 
sands, in the neighborhood of the 


If our naval forces are to act aga guard of honor 
to our envoy, and to pram cans 
resolute assault upon the 

reserve, it 4 

that they should be able to accompany him in 
his advance towards the Chinese capital ; and 
we cannot but regret the apparent determina- 
tion of our Government to ignore the facts of 


difficult of ac-" 


Tagen and the Yellow Rivers, which | 


i) dertake it ; la otonen 
‘| the State, as well fee ——~— 


f sucoretre | tepeo 


‘erat at | | fae 


“for the’ | “7° PF siya 


it, the State’ 


_| Hives and. property of its. pr sncenshe fey 


this passage be speedily freed from the -porils | 


bers, | that now obstruct its’ 


. The only outlet et hake Par anal | 


which is at present available to commerce, 


| is the channel by. Sandy Hook: “But ‘the’ 
| depth" of water on Sandy Hook. bar, 


thing.-with. his- enuff-box, which* no order of 
merit, either civil or military, in any othet 


Scciat t soy cabal and the 
it may rest assured Ghat, though he may be « 
very brave soldier, any j tothe char- 
acter of bravery par excellence, which he may 
feel to base upon it, will not be gene- 
rally \ In the days ofHomeric 
warfare, when rival kings and chieftains howled | to 
defiance at one another from opposing ranks, 
and finally decided the question of superior 
prowess by a duel in presence of both. armies, 
it-was comparatively easy to make one’s way 
into the position of the . bravest of all the 
Greeks, or ‘of all the Trojans. “Men in 
those days fought their way up, as a boy: does 
at school, and by dint of sk Aen 
established. th 


der, he has done his duty and is entitled to be 
considered every whit as brave as Achilles or 
Hector. We, by no means, mean to -under- 
rate the value of zeal, and daring, and enthu- 
siasm, but we must not forget, that tobe use- 
ful they must run in regulated channels, must 
never overflow certain bounds, and must gush 
forth and retire to the sound of the trumpet 
and the beatof the drum. A modern army is | 


_|.@.great machine, in which all the men are 


‘nesé affairs. 
As, however, it seems to be still extremely 
uncertain what our Minister to China will be 


'| expected todo, or what policy he is to pursue, it 


may have been thought meet by the Adminis- 
tration that he should be furnished with such a 
fieet as would most suitably fit him for doing 
nothing at all in particular, and for making 
such a magnificent and ‘circumlocutory” 


the national 

to the ae 
ment. But nosuch excuse ean be offered for 
a neglect to reinforce our Chinese squadron 
(with: steamers’ perfectly fitted: to :follow: 


River in their junks. 
by ‘the 
“patives the ‘foam of the sea,” fly like the foam 
from the impotent fury of the deep-water ships, 
_andcan only be properly punished and repressed 
by such vessels as the gun-boate built by the 
British Government for Baltic service after the 
opportunity of Baltic service had passed away. 
These gun-boate are simply dashing little 
screw-steamers, varying in capacity from 150.to 
200 tons, and in length from 90 to 100 feet, 
They draw bat six feet and a halfof water, are 
propelled by high-pressure: engines of sixty 
horse- power and carry the heaviest guns known 
to the British: serviee. They have made on 
the average nine or ten knots the hour under 
steam; and under lug-sail, with their. three 
raking masts, are the most’knowing and dan- 
gerous looking little craft: afloat, They can be 
‘“*kept well in hand,” and consequently will 
‘fight under way. and almost at full speed. A 
rapidly-conducted quadrille of these lively little 
sea-witches, pirouetting about any point of at- 
tack, would-produce the most vivid and unplea- 
gant ¢ffects upon the parties subjected to the 
battery of their charms. Their services in the 
Chinese waters would never be required at any 
very great, distance from a coaling station, and 
as auxiliaries to the sea-squadron they would 
completely answer all the Bares which we 
‘ean possibly contemplate in maintaining a 
‘naval force in those waters. The English are 
sending out a formidable array of vessels of 
this kind as: indispensable. to their own opera- 
tions, ‘The pacific intentions of our own Gov- 
ernment, of course, make it unnecessary for 
‘us'to keep up any very ‘untsual ‘armament’ 
that region of the globe; but if weare to have 
any armament at all, it does seem to. be wo 
while that we should make that. armamé 


in | had 


wheels, There may be just as good iron in 
the smallest and least important of them all, | 
as in the largest and most powerfal. 

- “The French, who, of all nations, make 
most use of military honors and rewards, have | 
never yet attempted anything so preposterous 


as to single out the bravest man in a regiment- 


ora division. They bestow the Cross of the 
Legion of Honor lavishly upon all who have 
afforded unusual exhibitions of courage or 
fortitude ; but this prize, eagerly sought as it 
is, means simply that the wearer, finding him- 
self on a certain day in. certain try- 
ing we-vay displayed great heroism. It 
means that, finding himself in possession 
of a good opportunity he made.a good use of 
-it, just.as some thousands of others, who have | 
earned the same reward in the same manner. 
It neither says nor insinuates that any other 
man in the army has not the same Taw mate- 
rialin him as anyone of the decorés, but it is 
intended to stimulate them to turn similar 
chances, whenever they occur, to good’ ac- 
cgunt. The English carry their recognition of 
the equality of bravery i the ranks of, the 
army to a still greater, and in fact to a ridicu- 
lous extent. To avoid even the appearance 
of insinuating that any one man is:not just’as 
brave as any other man, had he the same op- 
portunity of showing it, they give the medals 
to'_all indiscriminately who take enough 
part in a campaign to have been within hearing 
-of the guns-thongh they were never actually 
under . fire.. ‘The cavalry who arrived ; in 
‘the’ Crimea during the Spring and Summer of 
teats sonal ther 4 no fighting, nor even 
outpost duty, have all got medals, upon the 
presumption, that if they had been called on 
they would have changed as fiercely asthe Six 
Hundred at Balaklava, or stood as firmlyas 
the Guards at Inkermanna. This. is simply « 


grotesque ‘and mischievous exaggeration of 


a le, In all other European ar- 
ab gr ae is adopted ‘as that which 
prevails amongst the French. Distinctions are 
freely and impartially bestowed, -as evidences 
of faits accomplis, of exploits but 
certainly not of the existence of qualities or 
endowments ‘pectiliar to the recipicnts, and 
not possessed by their fellows. Judging from 
the terms of General Jacxson’s bequest one 
‘would imagine that a battle between disciplined 
atmiies was & “fight in a fair,” “‘every,man for | - 


of ~ shining. * Genéral 
Soars is'an old foldier, and has.seen a good 
deal of anid ought to know better than 
a rin ea a A tipo 
as this snuff-box 


‘entitle any one man to-be p 
x 


‘| which 


years ago, was 1,000 tons burden ; , 


DEROR n08: GOR Bx ae oaks! | 


crosses’ this channel; is «only: 
twenty-three and abhalf feet at low tide; 
and a ship drawing twenty-three feet cannot 
pass safely over the bar. except at half or high 
tide and with a smooth sea. With tle growth 
of thé commerce of the world, there is a con- 
stant tendency to increase the dimensions of 
ships. The largest. ship. built; , ove 
ship, heavily laden, did not draw more than 
eighteen or twenty feet of water. ‘ Most of the 
ships now employed: in our packet'service to 
Terieo, id in the trade to California and 
China, average from 1,800 to 2,500 “tons. 
These ships, heavily aden, dw from nineteen 
rein gy 
of the shallow depth on Sandy Hook bar, can- 
not enter or leave our harbor except’at certain 
stages of the tide. «Large men-of-war and mail | - 
steamers are now compelled to wait st anchor, 
asthe steam-frigate Niagara was waiting on 
Monday last, for a favorable Cppetanty to 
cross the bat, inward or outward, - 

Cosnidering shoot. slesunttiliinis 3n:tpiiaile- 
tdon with tha, fact, recently . discovered by the 
ee Hook 

are gradually shoaling, and that the Hook it- 
self is steadily. crowding its shoulder’ out 
into the ship. chazinel—at ‘the ‘rate, for the 
last twelve’years, of one sixteenth of a mile a 
year—and we have reason to believe that, un- 
less some new and more 
harbor be opened to the’ sea, New-York must. 
eventually lose its rank as a first-class port. In 
the demands . of Commerce, ships will be built 
that cannot, at. any etage.of the tides, cross 
Sandy Hook bar. Such a ship, the Great 
Easiern,..is now about to. be launched near 
London, and will make its first American har-| 
bor in Casco Bay, only because it cannot get 
into this port. 

To open a free passage to the sea by Hell 
Gate has beconte a which should be 
heeded, There is plenty “water in this pass- 
age, but it is now full of perils. These perils, 
consisting of formidable ‘rocks and impetuous 
currents, are all crowded into an area -of 
about two thousands yards; and yet, it is said, 
in this small space more disasters are expe- 
rienced and more risks incurred by the coasting 
commerce using this approach to the City, than 
in all the rest of the navigable waters of Long 
Island Sound, from its Eastern entratice to the 
‘Battery—a distance of one hundred and thirty 
miles. The improvement of the passage is, 
therefore, quite as necessary for the safety of 
| the passenger boats and coasters which daily 
| throng through. it, as for increasing the com- 
| | mercial conveniences of our harbor, making it 
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The cost of the actual work; the wealth of 
material in exuberant supply along the track ;' 
the heathfulness of the country; the attrac- 
tions to labor, and the ease of aoe 
borers thither, are specific. aegis 
“Tehuantepec. route. , 

It strikes us, therefore, thatthe } 
10 bo pabead thi ter tie ath Washing 
pe tpapascdcap abit cbs § 
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tend its protection; no doe ‘dest this transit 


accessible to the largest ship that can be.con- | 


| structed in any part of the world. 

The dangers to which the lives and property 
‘daily passing through Gate are liable, is 
much greater than is generally supposed, even 


| by those who have repeatedly passed the gaunt- 
Yet in safety. Lieut. Porter, of the Coast 


Survey, says that during the two months in 


which he was surveying the channels, fifty ves- 
sels went ashore there ; and the Commissioners, 
jn their Report, state that. of the fifty thousand 
vessels that annually enter the Hell Gate chan- 
nels, ‘‘one thousand sustain. more or less 
damage in consequence of the remediable diffi- 
culties of the navigation.” Steamboats, run- 
ning between this portand Norfork, Bridge- 


Jatter, on the contrary, is so unfavorable to the 
grantees ; so hedged about with bonuges, ex- [wi 


port, Néw-Haven, Hartford, New-London, | 
Stonington, Fall River and New-Bedford, load- }:* 
“ed with passengers, are daily passing through }:“° ~ 
these dangerous channels. If one of these | 


steamboats should be swept upon any of the 
rocks which imperil this passage—as was the 
steamer Oregon, in the Winter of 1847-48— 
‘and if, instead of hanging by the keel; as the 
Oregow fortunately did, she should slip off into 
the deep and impetuous current; it is certain 
thatmearly every life on board.would: be lost. 
It requires a cool head and. a steady hand to 
navigate this passage, even with the help of 


steam ; but notwithstanding our pilots are com- 


petent and skillful, there is,reason to fear that 
the navigation of Hell Gate may yet be charac- 
ized by some terrible. calamity, 

The improvements required in. Hell Gate, 
and recommended by. the Coast Survey and the 
Commissioners, are the removal of certain rocks 
and shoals, and the regulation of the currents 
by constructing stone walls and piers at certain . 
points. The passage stiould also be well lighted. 


These improvements accomplished, and the |. 


entrance .to. New-York -harbor by, Hell Gate 
will not only be safe, but will be available, with . 
the aid of steam-tngs, to the largest. ships at all 
stages of the tide. The: shoalest.water in the 
channel will be nine feet deeper than the water 
on Sandy Hook bar. Men-of-war, merchant- 
men and steamships of the largest class can 
then approach or. leaye .New-York by way. of 
Long Island Sound, which is land-locked and 


well lighted, passing at any time of day or:night, |" 


with perfect safety, through a better channel | 
than that which opens tothe sea. from Balti- 
more, or Philadelphia, or Liverpool, 
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